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|im wide    The vulva of S   muns is further posterior in relation to the
esophageal bulb than that of 5. obvelata.

c Eggs S muns eggs (75 x 20 |im) are slightly more than half the
length of S. obvelata eggs (134 x 36 jim), although nearly the same width.
S muns eggs are slightly asymmetrical, being slightly flatter on one side
than the other, but somewhat football shaped S obvelata eggs are decidedly
asymmetrical or somewhat banana shaped

Life Cycle

The life cycle is direct and requires only 11-15 days for completion.
Gravid females migrate from the large intestine to deposit their eggs in the
penanal area. The eggs become infective in about 6 hours. Following
mgestion by another host, the eggs hatch in the small intestine, and the
larvae reach the cecum in 24 hours. The parasites spend 10-11 days in the
cecum where they mature and mate Gravid females again migrate to the
penanal area, deposit their eggs, and die (Wescott, 1982)

Hosts

Laboratory mice, rats, hamsters, gerbils, and wild rodents. S obvelata
has been reported to occur in people, but it has no known public health
significance (Flynn, 1973c, Wightman et al, 1978, Ross et al., 1980; Wescott,
1982).

Epizootiology

The adults occur primarily in the cecum and colon of infected hosts
Eggs are deposited in the penanal area of the host, from which they are
efficiently disseminated into the cage and room environments. The eggs
can survive for weeks under most animal room conditions Transmission is
by mgestion of embryonated eggs (Flynn, 1973c; Wescott, 1982).

Clinical

Infections due to Syphacia spp alone are subchmcal. Poor condition,
rough hair coats, reduced growth rate, and rectal prolapse have been attributed
to natural Syphacia infections in mice (Hoag, 1961; Harwell and Boyd,
1968; Jacobson and Reed, 1974). Unfortunately, such reports have failed to
exclude other possible causes, e.g., Citrobacter freundn (Biotype 4280)
infection, which has been shown to cause rectal prolapse m mice (Barthold
et al., 1977). Clinical signs have not been observed in rodents experimentally
infected with 5 obvelata or S muris (Flynn, 1973c; Wescott, 1982).